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THE PLACE OF GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN 
 
THE CITY 
 

Esther 1:1-2 This is what happened during the time of King Xerxes, the king who 
ruled the one hundred twenty-seven states from India to Cush. 2 In those days 
King Xerxes ruled from his capital city of Susa.  

 
Setting of Esther =  City of Susa 

Susa =  lily city 

Lily in scripture =  bride; usually the Bride of God 

 
Song of Solomon 2:16 My lover is mine, and I am his. He feeds among the lilies 

Hosea 14:4-5 The Lord says, “I will forgive them for leaving me and will love them 
freely, because I am not angry with them anymore. 5 I will be like the dew to Israel, and 
they will blossom like a lily. Like the cedar trees in Lebanon, their roots will be firm. 

Matthew 6:28-30 And why do you worry about clothes? Look at how the lilies in the 
field grow. They don’t work or make clothes for themselves. 29 But I tell you that even 
Solomon with his riches was not dressed as beautifully as one of these flowers. 30 God 
clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today but tomorrow is thrown into the fire. So 
you can be even more sure that God will clothe you. Don’t have so little faith! 

 
THE PALACE 
 

Esther 1:3-8 In the third year of his rule, he gave a banquet for all his important 
men and royal officers. The army leaders from the countries of Persia and Media 
and the important men from all Xerxes’ empire were there. 4 The banquet lasted 
one hundred eighty days. All during that time King Xerxes was showing off the 
great wealth of his kingdom and his own great riches and glory. 5 When the one 
hundred eighty days were over, the king gave another banquet. It was held in the 
courtyard of the palace garden for seven days, and it was for everybody in the 
palace at Susa, from the greatest to the least. 6 The courtyard had fine white 
curtains and purple drapes that were tied to silver rings on marble pillars by white 
and purple cords. And there were gold and silver couches on a floor set with tiles 
of white marble, shells, and gems. 7 Wine was served in gold cups of various 
kinds. And there was plenty of the king’s wine, because he was very generous. 8 
The king commanded that the guests be permitted to drink as much as they 
wished. He told the wine servers to serve each man what he wanted. 

  
The unbelievable wealth of the king is shown in his great palace and fancy feast. Each guest 
was given a unique golden cup for drinking the king’s wine. 
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Gold cups filled with wine = the believer’s life in Christ 

Gold in scripture =   the character of God 

Wine in scripture =   the Holy Spirit 

Cups of various kinds = the children of God; the church 

 
Compare with Jesus’ teaching in John 15: 
 
Jesus = vine 

Believers = branches 

Fruit =  product/result of our life in Christ 

 

See the difference between golden cups and clay cups: 

Clay cups (jars) = sign of humility 

Philippians 2:6-8 Christ himself was like God in everything. But he did not think that 
being equal with God was something to be used for his own benefit. 7 But he gave up 
his place with God and made himself nothing. He was born as a man and became like a 
servant. 8 And when he was living as a man, he humbled himself and was fully obedient 
to God, even when that caused his death—death on a cross. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 We have this treasure from God, but we are like clay jars that hold 
the treasure. This shows that the great power is from God, not from us. 

 

God wants us to be humble – like the clay jars. Then He will change us from the inside to 
make us shining like gold. 
 
Esther was obedient and submissive. She had the character like the Bride of Christ.  
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THE CHURCH IN TEMPTATION 
 

Bible names often show the character of the person. 
 
Jacob = trickster, supplanter, deceiver 
 
Jesus = savior 
 
NAMES OF THE CHARACTERS IN ESTHER 
 

Esther 1:9-15 Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace 
of King Xerxes. 10 On the seventh day of the banquet, King Xerxes was very 
happy, because he had been drinking much wine. He gave a command to the 
seven eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, 
Zethar, and Carcas. 11 He commanded them to bring him Queen Vashti, wearing 
her royal crown. She was to come to show her beauty to the people and important 
men, because she was very beautiful. 12 The eunuchs told Queen Vashti about the 
king’s command, but she refused to come. Then the king became very angry; his 
anger was like a burning fire. 13 It was a custom for the king to ask advice from 
experts about law and order. So King Xerxes spoke with the wise men who would 
know the right thing to do. 14 The wise men the king usually talked to were 
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, seven of 
the important men of Persia and Media. These seven had special privileges to see 
the king and had the highest rank in the kingdom. 15 The king asked them, “What 
does the law say must be done to Queen Vashti? She has not obeyed the 
command of King Xerxes, which the eunuchs took to her.” 

  

NAME MEANING IMPORTANCE 

Xerxes (Ahasuerus) mighty one Not born again soul of people. 
Self-centered, egotistical, 
dominating as a king 

THE SEVEN EUNUCHS WHO 
SERVED THE KING 

 our inner thoughts and desires; 
the counsel we listen to decides 
how our character will develop 

Mehuman Faithful; “I have 
been faithful” 

Demands to be heard because of 
past loyalty; requires service to 
self and others before God 

Biztha “I have served 
you well; you 
owe me a lot” 

Demands to be heard due to past 
service; requires loyalty to self 
and others before God 

Harbona My own 
decisions 

Self-determination, humanism, 
man does not need God 

Bigtha In the winepress 
through many 
afflictions 

Bonding through suffering; take 
care of self and others before God 

NAME MEANING IMPORTANCE 
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Abagtha Father of the 
winepress 

Everyone owes me everything 
because I have given so much 

Zethar “I’ll bring you out 
on top” 

Shows everyone’s desire to be the 
top leader 

Carcass Bound one; 
obligated 

Against all changes 

 
Tell your flesh to shut up! 
 

THE KING’S SEVEN WISE 
MEN 

 Thoughts that have a lot of 
influence on our soul 

Carshena Change the 
lamb; remove 
the blood 

Anything that tries to take away 
the blood of Jesus 

Shethar “I’ll look for your 
answers” 

Philosophies that try to give 
meaning to life without the 
knowledge of God; atheism, 
humanism, new age, eastern 
religions, modern psychology 

Admatha Unrestrained; 
without any 
discipline 

Lawlessness promoted by today’s 
society; works against discipleship 
of Christ. 
“I feel led to…” without Christ.  
(God will never lead us against 
the Holy Spirit) 

Tarshish “it will cause 
poverty;” will 
shatter 

Thinks the cost of discipleship is 
too high; might shatter my 
personal dreams 

Meres Worthy; “You 
deserve more 
honor” 

Builds more pride, arrogance, not 
satisfied with what you have 

Marsena Bitter; 
cancerous 

Negative spirit especially about 
pain or difficulties; builds more 
bitterness 

Memucan Their poverty Always considers what actions will 
cost others, ignoring obedience to 
God 

   

THE QUEEN   

Vashti “Why were you 
away?” “Why do 
you banquet?” 

Rebellion and independence of 
the human spirit. Destroys any 
holy relationships 
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Esther 1:16-22 Then Memucan said to the king and the other important men, 
“Queen Vashti has not done wrong to the king alone. She has also done wrong to 
all the important men and all the people in all the empire of King Xerxes. 17 All the 
wives of the important men of Persia and Media will hear about the queen’s 
actions. Then they will no longer honor their husbands. They will say, ‘King 
Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought to him, but she refused to come.’ 
18 Today the wives of the important men of Persia and Media have heard about the 
queen’s actions. So they will speak in the same way to their husbands, and there 
will be no end to disrespect and anger. 

  
19 “So, our king, if it pleases you, give a royal order, and let it be written in the 
laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be changed. The law should say Vashti is 
never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her place 
as queen to someone who is better than she is. 20 And let the king’s order be 
announced everywhere in his enormous kingdom. Then all the women will 
respect their husbands, from the greatest to the least.” 

  
21 The king and his important men were happy with this advice, so King Xerxes 
did as Memucan suggested. 22 He sent letters to all the states of the kingdom in 
the writing of each state and in the language of each group of people. These 
letters announced that each man was to be the ruler of his own family. 

 
A rebellious spirit makes the soul miserable. The Holy Spirit takes advantage of the crisis to 
draw people to receive eternal life. 
 

Esther 2:1-7 Later, when King Xerxes was not so angry, he remembered Vashti 
and what she had done and his order about her. 2 Then the king’s personal 
servants suggested, “Let a search be made for beautiful young girls for the king. 3 
Let the king choose supervisors in every state of his kingdom to bring every 
beautiful young girl to the palace at Susa. They should be taken to the women’s 
quarters and put under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch in charge of the 
women. And let beauty treatments be given to them. 4 Then let the girl who most 
pleases the king become queen in place of Vashti.” The king liked this idea, so he 
did as they said. 

  
5 Now there was a Jewish man in the palace of Susa whose name was Mordecai 
son of Jair. Jair was the son of Shimei, the son of Kish. Mordecai was from the 
tribe of Benjamin, 6 which had been taken captive from Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. They were part of the group taken into captivity 
with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, who 
had no father or mother, so Mordecai took care of her. Hadassah was also called 
Esther, and she had a very pretty figure and face. Mordecai had adopted her as 
his own daughter when her father and mother died. 
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NAME MEANING IMPORTANCE 

Mordecai God enlightens The Holy Spirit who is always 
present to offer redemption to the 
lost soul 

Esther (Hadassah) Renewal; light The redeemed spirit of man 

 
Three things involved in growing up in Christ: 
 
Commitment – not bondage or legalism 
 
Fruit bearing – fruit demonstrates our growth in Christ 
 

John 15:8 You should produce much fruit and show that you are my followers, 
which brings glory to my Father. 

 
Obedience – to the things we don’t want to do. 
 
  Your life becomes worship to God. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I 
beg you to offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him. Your offering must be only 
for God and pleasing to him, which is the spiritual way for you to worship. 2 Do 
not be shaped by this world; instead be changed within by a new way of thinking. 
Then you will be able to decide what God wants for you; you will know what is 
good and pleasing to him and what is perfect. 
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THE PREPARATION OF ESTHER 
THE CHURCH IN TRIALS 

 
Esther 2:8-9 When the king’s command and order had been heard, many 
girls had been brought to the palace in Susa and put under the care of 
Hegai. Esther was also taken to the king’s palace and put under the care of 
Hegai, who was in charge of the women. 9 Esther pleased Hegai, and he 
liked her. So Hegai quickly began giving Esther her beauty treatments and 
special food. He gave her seven servant girls chosen from the king’s 
palace. Then he moved her and her seven servant girls to the best part of 
the women’s quarters. 

  
Esther (the Church) is taught and cared for is the special place for the women (the 
Church). She is being purified. 
 
The apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are working hard to prepare 
the Church so she is ready to be presented to the king (Jesus). 
 

Esther 2:10-14 Esther did not tell anyone about her family or who her 
people were, because Mordecai had told her not to. 11 Every day Mordecai 
walked back and forth near the courtyard where the king’s women lived to 
find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. 12 Before a girl 
could take her turn with King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months 
of beauty treatments that were ordered for the women. For six months she 
was treated with oil and myrrh and for six months with perfumes and 
cosmetics. 13 Then she was ready to go to the king. Anything she asked for 
was given to her to take with her from the women’s quarters to the king’s 
palace. 14 In the evening she would go to the king’s palace, and in the 
morning she would return to another part of the women’s quarters. There 
she would be placed under the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch in 
charge of the slave women. The girl would not go back to the king again 
unless he was pleased with her and asked for her by name. 

 
Esther was trained for 1 year (beauty treatments). She had to learn to change her vocabulary 
and her desires. 
 

Mordecai watched over Esther. He took 
very good care of Esther. 

The Holy Spirit takes care of the believers. 

Mordecai had a plan to bring Esther to the 
king. 

The Holy Spirit works to bring us to King 
Jesus. 

Mordecai stayed near the courtyard daily 
to watch Esther. 

The Holy Spirit watches our body, soul and 
spirit. 

Mordecai worked so Esther would benefit 
with peace and comfort. 

The Holy Spirit brings peace and comfort 
to us. 

Esther obeyed Mordecai. We must obey the Holy Spirit – right 
attitude and lifestyle. 
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Esther was separated from her family and 
home. 

We must give up everything. 
Luke 14:33 In the same way, you must 
give up everything you have to be my 
follower. 
 

Esther spent time with Hegai (name 
means meditation) 

We must spend time in prayer and 
studying the Word of God 

 
Preparation with God requires time. 
 

Galatians 4:4 But when the right time came, God sent his Son who was born of a 
woman and lived under the law. 
 

Preparation for Esther was 12 months. Preparation for us might depend on how well we hear 
God’s commands and obey them. 
 

Esther was prepared with oil and myrrh Brokenness and complete surrender to 
God 

 God’s grace is freely given to us. 

 Surrender your will, your ways, your 
words, your walk, your worship to God 

 Submit to the will of God. No resistance. 

  

Esther was prepared with perfumes and 
cosmetics 

Complete dedication to the will of God  

 The beauty that comes when we obey the 
Holy Spirit 

 
The purpose of the preparation is to bring us into the presence of the King. 
 

Psalm 45:8 Your clothes smell like myrrh, aloes, and cassia. From palaces of ivory 
music comes to make you happy. 
 
Psalm 45:11 The king loves your beauty. Because he is your master, you should obey 
him. 
 
Psalm 45:13 The princess is very beautiful. Her gown is woven with gold. 
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ESTHER BECOMES QUEEN 
THE CHURCH IN TROUBLE 

 
Esther 2:15 The time came for Esther daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle, who 
had been adopted by Mordecai, to go to the king. She asked for only what Hegai 
suggested she should take. (Hegai was the king’s eunuch who was in charge of 
the women.) Everyone who saw Esther liked her.  

 
Time for Esther (the church) to be presented to the king (Jesus). 
 
Esther was prepared. Everyone saw beauty in Esther. 
 
God prepares us (the church). God’s preparation produces beauty and grace that others will 
see in us. 
 
Esther only took the things Hegai suggested. She did not bring anything extra. She did not try 
to buy her way in with gifts.  
 
Our own background, our talent, our fame, etc. do not impress our Heavenly Bridegroom 
(Jesus). Jesus is satisfied with the beauty His preparations make. 
 

Esther 2:16-17 So Esther was taken to King Xerxes in the royal palace in the tenth 
month, the month of Tebeth, during Xerxes’ seventh year as king. 17 And the king 
was pleased with Esther more than with any of the other virgins. He liked her 
more than any of the others, so he put a royal crown on her head and made her 
queen in place of Vashti.  

 
Esther went back to the harem (living place for the women). She was not finished learning.  
 
This happened in the tenth month of the king’s seventh year.  
  
 Ten represents the redeemed church 
 
 Seven represents perfection 
 

Galatians 4:4 But when the right time came, God sent his Son who was born of 
a woman and lived under the law.  

  



10 
 

Esther 2:18-22 Then the king gave a great banquet for Esther and invited all his 
important men and royal officers. He announced a holiday for all the empire and 
had the government give away gifts. 19 Now Mordecai was sitting at the king’s 
gate when the girls were gathered the second time. 20 Esther still had not told 
anyone about her family or who her people were, just as Mordecai had 
commanded her. She obeyed Mordecai just as she had done when she was under 
his care. 21 Now Bigthana and Teresh were two of the king’s eunuchs who 
guarded the doorway. While Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, they became 
angry and began to make plans to kill King Xerxes. 22 But Mordecai found out 
about their plans and told Queen Esther. Then Esther told the king how Mordecai 
had discovered the evil plan.  

 
After you are born again, you need to be set apart from the world. We need time to learn how 
to submit to God. 
 
Mordecai represents the Holy Spirit 
 
Mordecai is the gatekeeper. Not everyone likes him. He is watching carefully to make sure the 
church grows. Mordecai wants Esther (the church) to live with the king (with Jesus) forever. 
 
Bigthana and Teresh represent the flesh or the worldly way of thinking. 
 
Verse 22 – the Holy Spirit uses us (the church) to carry His message. 
 

Esther 3:1 After these things happened, King Xerxes honored Haman son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite. He gave him a new rank that was higher than all the 
important men.  

 
Haman – name means loud trouble – represents the worldly life. 
 
Our flesh nature wants to be important. Our flesh wants other people to think we are better 
than them.  
 
Haman was an Agagite – he was from Esau’s family. Esau was Isaac’s son, Jacob (Israel) twin 
brother. Jacob/Israel wanted to serve God, Esau wanted to serve the flesh.  
 
Our flesh threatens to destroy our spiritual life! 
 

Esther 3:2  All the royal officers at the king’s gate would bow down and kneel 
before Haman, as the king had ordered. But Mordecai would not bow down or 
show him honor. 

 
The Holy Spirit sits at the “gate” to your heart. 
 
The Holy Spirit will never bow down to the flesh! 
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Esther 3:3-15 Then the royal officers at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why 
don’t you obey the king’s command?” 4 And they said this to him every day. 
When he did not listen to them, they told Haman about it. They wanted to see if 
Haman would accept Mordecai’s behavior because Mordecai had told them he 
was Jewish. 
  
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down to him or honor him, he 
became very angry. 6 He thought of himself as too important to try to kill only 
Mordecai. He had been told who the people of Mordecai were, so he looked for a 
way to destroy all of Mordecai’s people, the Jews, in all of Xerxes’ kingdom. 
  
7 It was in the first month of the twelfth year of King Xerxes’ rule—the month of 
Nisan. Pur (that is, the lot) was thrown before Haman to choose a day and a 
month. So the twelfth month, the month of Adar, was chosen. 
  
8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain group of people scattered 
among the other people in all the states of your kingdom. Their customs are 
different from those of all the other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws. 
It is not right for you to allow them to continue living in your kingdom. 9 If it 
pleases the king, let an order be given to destroy those people. Then I will pay 
seven hundred fifty thousand pounds of silver to those who do the king’s 
business, and they will put it into the royal treasury.” 
  
10 So the king took his signet ring off and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagite, the enemy of the Jewish people. 11 Then the king said to Haman, 
“The money and the people are yours. Do with them as you please.” 
  
12 On the thirteenth day of the first month, the royal secretaries were called, and 
they wrote out all of Haman’s orders. They wrote to the king’s governors and to 
the captains of the soldiers in each state and to the important men of each group 
of people. The orders were written in the writing of each state and in the language 
of each people. They were written in the name of King Xerxes and sealed with his 
signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by messengers to all the king’s empire ordering 
them to destroy, kill, and completely wipe out all the Jewish people. That meant 
young and old, women and little children, too. It was to happen on a single day—
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which was Adar. And they could take 
everything the Jewish people owned. 14 A copy of the order was given out as a 
law in every state so all the people would be ready for that day. 
  
15 The messengers set out, hurried by the king’s command, as soon as the order 
was given in the palace at Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the 
city of Susa was in confusion. 
 

Haman and Mordecai are in conflict Romans 7 – the flesh wars against the 
spirit, and the spirit wars against the 
flesh 
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Haman tried to destroy all Jews The flesh tries to destroy everything 
that is spiritual 

Haman received authority from the king 
to do what he planned 

The flesh has very real power. It can 
destroy the life of God in a believer. 

Haman tried to destroy all Jews The great enemies of the Church – the 
world, the flesh, and the devil – try to 
destroy everyone who joins to God 

Haman did not speak directly against 
Mordecai. Haman was against the 
Jews because they were “different.” 

The flesh tries to control the Church by 
refusing to accept or acknowledge the 
true moving of the Holy Spirit 

Esther, a Jew, is in danger The Church that does not overcome 
the flesh will never know the true 
kingdom of God. 

 
 

 
Esther 4:1 When Mordecai heard about all that had been done, he tore his 
clothes, put on rough cloth and ashes, and went out into the city crying loudly 
and painfully. 
 

Mordecai cries about the new law the Holy Spirit cries with us 

 
 
Romans 8:26 Also, the Spirit helps us with our weakness. We do not know how 
to pray as we should. But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, even begs God 
for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain. 
 

 
Esther 4:2-14 But Mordecai went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one 
was allowed to enter that gate dressed in rough cloth. 3 As the king’s order 
reached every area, there was great sadness and loud crying among the Jewish 
people. They fasted and cried out loud, and many of them lay down on rough 
cloth and ashes to show how sad they were. 
  
4 When Esther’s servant girls and eunuchs came to her and told her about 
Mordecai, she was very upset and afraid. She sent clothes for Mordecai to put on 
instead of the rough cloth, but he would not wear them. 5 Then Esther called for 
Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs chosen by the king to serve her. Esther 
ordered him to find out what was bothering Mordecai and why. 
  
6 So Hathach went to Mordecai, who was in the city square in front of the king’s 
gate. 7 Mordecai told Hathach everything that had happened to him, and he told 
Hathach about the amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the king’s 
treasury for the killing of the Jewish people. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of 
the order to kill the Jewish people, which had been given in Susa. He wanted 
Hathach to show it to Esther and to tell her about it. And Mordecai told him to 
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order Esther to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and to plead with 
him for her people. 
  
9 Hathach went back and reported to Esther everything Mordecai had said. 10 
Then Esther told Hathach to tell Mordecai, 11 “All the royal officers and people of 
the royal states know that no man or woman may go to the king in the inner 
courtyard without being called. There is only one law about this: Anyone who 
enters must be put to death unless the king holds out his gold scepter. Then that 
person may live. And I have not been called to go to the king for thirty days.” 
  
12 Esther’s message was given to Mordecai. 13 Then Mordecai sent back word to 
Esther: “Just because you live in the king’s palace, don’t think that out of all the 
Jewish people you alone will escape. 14 If you keep quiet at this time, someone 
else will help and save the Jewish people, but you and your father’s family will all 
die. And who knows, you may have been chosen queen for just such a time as 
this.” 
 

Esther represents the Church 
 
The King represents Jesus 
 
4:14 “…And who knows, you may have been chosen queen for just such a time as this.” 
 
The reason why revelation is given to the Church is so the church can recognize their destiny 
in God, and so the church can fulfill God’s eternal plan. 
 

Esther 4:15-17 Then Esther sent this answer to Mordecai: 16 “Go and get all the 
Jewish people in Susa together. For my sake, fast; do not eat or drink for three 
days, night and day. I and my servant girls will also fast. Then I will go to the king, 
even though it is against the law, and if I die, I die.” 17 So Mordecai went away and 
did everything Esther had told him to do. 

 

Esther decided to appeal to the king for 
mercy 

the mercy of King Jesus is our only hope 
to escape the destruction of the world 

Esther: “If I die, I die.” The Church must surrender everything to 
God’s will. There is no other way of 
salvation. (Rev 12:11) 

Esther, her servants, and all the Jews 
fasted and prayed for three days 

The Church must experience humility and 
repentance. That is the only way we will be 
delivered from the world. 
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Esther 5:1On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner 
courtyard of the king’s palace, facing the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his 
royal throne in the hall, facing the doorway. 
 

Esther stopped praying and fasting. She 
put on her royal clothes to enter the King’s 
presence 

We enter His gates with thanksgiving, and 
enter His courts with praise. We appear 
before King Jesus in His robe of 
righteousness. (Isa 61:3) 

Esther stood in the inner courtyard When the Church is mature, we are 
standing before the Lord. (Eph. 6:13) 

 
Esther 5:2 When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, he was 
pleased. He held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand, so Esther went 
forward and touched the end of it. 
 

Esther waited for the king to see her. She 
knew the king’s look would decide what 
would happen to her 

Our eyes express our heart. They show 
our attitudes. The eyes show the glory of 
God more and more. (2 Cor. 3:18) 

The king held out his golden scepter to 
Esther. Now her life is saved, and her 
request will be given 

When we surrender our life to God, we will 
find His favor. Our prayers will be 
answered. 

Esther touched the top of the scepter. That 
showed her thankfulness and submission 

Enter God’s presence with thanks, 
because God has accepted you, even 
though you are not worthy, and even 
though we are not very good at obeying. 

 
Esther 5:3-4 The king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What do you want to ask 
me? I will give you as much as half of my kingdom.” 4 Esther answered, “My king, 
if it pleases you, come today with Haman to a banquet that I have prepared for 
you.” 

 

Esther invited the king to a banquet After coming into the presence of Jesus, 
we want to commune with Him 
Always bring a gift to the king 

Ester also invited Haman. She wanted to 
show the king what Haman planned 

The only place we can really take care of 
our flesh, and the problems of the flesh, is 
in the presence of King Jesus 
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Esther 5:5-8Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly so we may do what Esther 
asks.” 
So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared for them. 6 As 
they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “Now, what are you asking for? I 
will give it to you. What is it you want? I will give you as much as half of my 
kingdom.” 
7 Esther answered, “This is what I want and what I ask for. 8 My king, if you are 
pleased with me and if it pleases you, give me what I ask for and do what I want. 
Come with Haman tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for you. Then I will 
answer your question about what I want.” 

 

Esther feeds the king The Life of God within the Church is fed 
when the Church worships Him and finds 
Him in the Word 

Esther invites the king to another banquet Time in God’s presence makes us want to 
have more time in His presence. Worship 
and communion make our heart united 
with God’s heart 

 
Esther 5:9-14 Haman left the king’s palace that day happy and content. But when 
he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and saw that Mordecai did not stand up or 
tremble with fear before him, Haman became very angry with Mordecai. 10 But he 
controlled his anger and went home.  

 
Then Haman called together his friends and his wife, Zeresh. 11 He told them how 
wealthy he was and how many sons he had. He also told them all the ways the 
king had honored him and how the king had placed him higher than his important 
men and his royal officers. 12 He also said, “I’m the only person Queen Esther 
invited to come with the king to the banquet she gave. And tomorrow also the 
queen has asked me to be her guest with the king. 13 But all this does not really 
make me happy when I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” 

 
14 Then Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends said, “Have a seventy-five foot 
platform built, and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it. 
Then go to the banquet with the king and be happy.” Haman liked this 
suggestion, so he ordered the platform to be built. 

 

Haman builds a platform for hanging 
Mordecai (gallows) 

The flesh tries to destroy the work of the 
Holy Spirit 

Esther knows who the enemy is The Holy Spirit will teach us how to know 
the truth 
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Esther 6:1-9 That same night the king could not sleep. So he gave an order for the 
daily court record to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded that 
Mordecai had warned the king about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s 
officers who guarded the doorway and who had planned to kill the king. 
 
3 The king asked, “What honor and reward have been given to Mordecai for this?” 
The king’s personal servants answered, “Nothing has been done for Mordecai.” 
 
4 The king said, “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haman had just entered the outer 
court of the king’s palace. He had come to ask the king about hanging Mordecai 
on the platform he had prepared. 
 
5 The king’s personal servants said, “Haman is standing in the courtyard.” 
The king said, “Bring him in.” 
 
6 So Haman came in. And the king asked him, “What should be done for a man 
whom the king wants very much to honor?” 
 
And Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king want to honor more than 
me?” 7 So he answered the king, “This is what you could do for the man you want 
very much to honor. 8 Have the servants bring a royal robe that the king himself 
has worn. And also bring a horse with a royal crown on its head, a horse that the 
king himself has ridden. 9 Let the robe and the horse be given to one of the king’s 
most important men. Let the servants put the robe on the man the king wants to 
honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the city streets. As they are 
leading him, let them announce: ‘This is what is done for the man whom the king 
wants to honor!’” 
 

Haman thinks he is better than all the 
others 

The flesh is filled with pride 

Haman wants the king’s robe When the Church comes into His 
presence, Jesus’ robe of righteousness is 
given to the Church. We get the robe 
through repentance 

Haman wants the king’s crown Many different crowns are given to the 
Church. (Overcoming, martyr, soul-winner, 
overcomer, crown of life). When we get to 
heaven, all our crowns are put at Jesus’ 
feet 

Haman wants the king’s horse – a symbol 
of victory and strength 

King Jesus will ride a white horse when He 
announces His victory over the flesh and 
the devil (Rev. 19:11-13) 
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Esther 6:10-14 The king commanded Haman, “Go quickly. Take the robe and the 
horse just as you have said, and do all this for Mordecai the Jew who sits at the 
king’s gate. Do not leave out anything you have suggested.” 
 
11 So Haman took the robe and the horse, and he put the robe on Mordecai. Then 
he led him on horseback through the city streets, announcing before Mordecai: 
“This is what is done for the man whom the king wants to honor!” 
 
12 Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, but Haman hurried home with his 
head covered, because he was embarrassed and ashamed. 13 He told his wife, 
Zeresh, and all his friends everything that had happened to him. 
 
Haman’s wife and the men who gave him advice said, “You are starting to lose 
power to Mordecai. Since he is a Jew, you cannot win against him. You will surely 
be ruined.” 14 While they were still talking, the king’s eunuchs came to Haman’s 
house and made him hurry to the banquet Esther had prepared. 

 

Haman is completely humbled. He has to 
honor Mordecai 

The flesh is very uncomfortable when the 
spirit is lifted up 

 
Esther 7:1-6 So the king and Haman went in to eat with Queen Esther. 2 As they 
were drinking wine on the second day, the king asked Esther again, “What are 
you asking for? I will give it to you. What is it you want? I will give you as much 
as half of my kingdom.” 
 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “My king, if you are pleased with me, and if it 
pleases you, let me live. This is what I ask. And let my people live, too. This is 
what I want. 4 My people and I have been sold to be destroyed, to be killed and 
completely wiped out. If we had been sold as male and female slaves, I would 
have kept quiet, because that would not be enough of a problem to bother the 
king.” 
 
5 Then King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he? Who has 
done such a thing?” 
 
6 Esther said, “Our enemy and foe is this wicked Haman!” 
 
Then Haman was filled with terror before the king and queen.  
 

The king and Haman attend Esther’s 
second banquet of wine 

Wine represents the life of the Spirit – not 
the works of the flesh 

Esther asks for her life and for the life of 
her people 

The Church needs to learn to have just 
one desire: to live with King Jesus 

 
The flesh and the spirit are at war in us. We need to learn to listen to the spirit. Then we will 
truly have life! 
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Esther 7:7-10 The king was very angry, so he got up, left his wine, and went out 
into the palace garden. But Haman stayed inside to beg Queen Esther to save his 
life. He could see that the king had already decided to kill him. 
 
8 When the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, he saw 
Haman falling on the couch where Esther was lying. The king said, “Will he even 
attack the queen while I am in the house?” 
 
As soon as the king said that, servants came in and covered Haman’s face. 
9 Harbona, one of the eunuchs there serving the king, said, “Look, a seventy-five 
foot platform stands near Haman’s house. This is the one Haman had prepared 
for Mordecai, who gave the warning that saved the king.” 
 
The king said, “Hang Haman on it!” 10 So they hanged Haman on the platform he 
had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king was not so angry anymore. 

 

The King = the soul of man Esther = the redeemed spirit of man 

The king is very angry with Haman The soul must learn to refuse to follow the 
flesh. We must learn to follow the spirit. 

The king orders Haman to hang to death The soul must obey the Holy Spirit. That is 
the only way to be free 

 
Esther 8:1-2 That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther everything Haman, 
the enemy of the Jewish people, had left when he died. And Mordecai came in to 
see the king, because Esther had told the king how he was related to her. 2 Then 
the king took off his signet ring that he had taken back from Haman, and he gave 
it to Mordecai. Esther put Mordecai in charge of everything Haman left when he 
died. 
 

The king replaced Haman with Mordecai The flesh was the ruler, but now the soul 
makes the Holy Spirit the ruler.  

Esther put Mordecai in charge of 
everything that used to be Haman’s 

The redeemed spirit gives honor to the 
Holy Spirit, and obeys the Holy Spirit 

The king gave Mordecai his signet ring. 
Mordecai now had authority to pass new 
laws 

The Holy Spirit has the authority to answer 
prayers or requests in the King’s name 

 
Esther 8:3-16 Once again Esther spoke to the king. She fell at the king’s feet and 
cried and begged him to stop the evil plan that Haman the Agagite had planned 
against the Jews. 4 The king held out the gold scepter to Esther. So Esther got up 
and stood in front of him. 
 
5 She said, “My king, if you are pleased with me, and if it pleases you to do this, if 
you think it is the right thing to do, and if you are happy with me, let an order be 
written to cancel the letters Haman wrote. Haman the Agagite sent messages to 
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destroy all the Jewish people in all of your kingdom. 6 I could not stand to see that 
terrible thing happen to my people. I could not stand to see my family killed.” 
 
7 King Xerxes answered Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman 
was against the Jewish people, I have given his things to Esther, and my soldiers 
have hanged him. 8 Now, in the king’s name, write another order to the Jewish 
people as it seems best to you. Then seal the order with the king’s signet ring, 
because no letter written in the king’s name and sealed with his signet ring can 
be canceled.” 
 
9 At that time the king’s secretaries were called. This was the twenty-third day of 
the third month, which is Sivan. The secretaries wrote out all of Mordecai’s orders 
to the Jews, to the governors, to the captains of the soldiers in each state, and to 
the important men of the one hundred twenty-seven states that reached from 
India to Cush. They wrote in the writing of each state and in the language of each 
people. They also wrote to the Jewish people in their own writing and language. 
10 Mordecai wrote orders in the name of King Xerxes and sealed the letters with 
the king’s signet ring. Then he sent the king’s orders by messengers on fast 
horses, horses that were raised just for the king. 
 
11 These were the king’s orders: The Jewish people in every city have the right to 
gather together to protect themselves. They may destroy, kill, and completely 
wipe out the army of any state or people who attack them. And they are to do the 
same to the women and children of that army. They may also take by force the 
property of their enemies. 12 The one day set for the Jewish people to do this in all 
the empire of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month 
of Adar. 13 A copy of the king’s order was to be sent out as a law in every state. It 
was to be made known to the people of every nation living in the kingdom so the 
Jewish people would be ready on that set day to strike back at their enemies. 
 
14 The messengers hurried out, riding on the royal horses, because the king 
commanded those messengers to hurry. And the order was also given in the 
palace at Susa. 
 
15 Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing royal clothes of blue and white and a 
large gold crown. He also had a purple robe made of the best linen. And the 
people of Susa shouted for joy. 16 It was a time of happiness, joy, gladness, and 
honor for the Jewish people. 

 

The king makes a new law giving life to the 
Jews 

Worship brings the King’s Word to heal, 
transform, set free. The King’s Word is 
written in the blood of the Lamb 

 
Esther 8:17 As the king’s order went to every state and city, there was joy and 
gladness among the Jewish people. In every state and city to which the king’s 
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order went, they were having feasts and celebrating. And many people through all 
the empire became Jews, because they were afraid of the Jewish people. 
 

Because Esther asked for life for her 
people, many people became Jews 

When the Church is aware of the presence 
and the purposes of God, there will be 
much fruit in God’s Kingdom  

 
Esther 9:1 The order the king had commanded was to be done on the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. That was the day the enemies of the 
Jewish people had hoped to defeat them, but that was changed. So the Jewish 
people themselves defeated those who hated them. 
 

Esther = the Church The King = Jesus 

The new law is a higher law. The new law 
replaces the old law 

The law of love is higher than the law of 
Moses. Jesus’ blood makes the law of 
Moses have no power over us 

 
Esther 9:2-5 The Jews met in their cities in all the empire of King Xerxes in order 
to attack those who wanted to harm them. No one was strong enough to fight 
against them, because all the other people living in the empire were afraid of 
them. 3 All the important men of the states, the governors, captains of the 
soldiers, and the king’s officers helped the Jewish people, because they were 
afraid of Mordecai. 4 Mordecai was very important in the king’s palace. He was 
famous in all the empire, because he was becoming a leader of more and more 
people. 
 
5 And, with their swords, the Jewish people defeated all their enemies, killing and 
destroying them. And they did what they wanted with those people who hated 
them.  

 

The Jews have power to defend 
themselves against their enemies 

God uses the Church to conquer our 
enemies. God teaches us how to do 
spiritual battle. 

Esther prayed for her people against 
Haman’s wickedness 

The Church intercedes against the works 
of the flesh 

 
Esther 9:6-15 In the palace at Susa, they killed and destroyed five hundred men. 
7 They also killed: Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 
9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman, son of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jewish people. But the Jewish people did not take 
their belongings. 
 
11 On that day the number killed in the palace at Susa was reported to the king. 
12 The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jewish people have killed and destroyed 
five hundred people in the palace at Susa, and they have also killed Haman’s ten 
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sons. What have they done in the rest of the king’s empire! Now what else are 
you asking? I will do it! What else do you want? It will be done!” 
 
13 Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, give the Jewish people who are in Susa 
permission to do again tomorrow what the king ordered for today. And let the 
bodies of Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the platform.” 
 
14 So the king ordered that it be done. A law was given in Susa, and the bodies of 
the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15 The Jewish people in Susa came together 
on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar. They killed three hundred people in 
Susa, but they did not take their belongings. 

 

The people who opposed the Jews were 
destroyed 

“Don’t touch my chosen people, and don’t 
harm my prophets.” 1 Chronicles 16:22 

 
Esther 9:16-32 At that same time, all the Jewish people in the king’s empire also 
met to protect themselves and get rid of their enemies. They killed seventy-five 
thousand of those who hated them, but they did not take their belongings. 17 This 
happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. On the fourteenth day they 
rested and made it a day of joyful feasting. 
 
18 But the Jewish people in Susa met on the thirteenth and fourteenth days of the 
month of Adar. Then they rested on the fifteenth day and made it a day of joyful 
feasting. 
 
19 This is why the Jewish people who live in the country and small villages 
celebrate on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar. It is a day of joyful feasting 
and a day for exchanging gifts. 
 
20 Mordecai wrote down everything that had happened. Then he sent letters to all 
the Jewish people in all the empire of King Xerxes, far and near. 21 He told them to 
celebrate every year on the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 
22 because that was when the Jewish people got rid of their enemies. They were 
also to celebrate it as the month their sadness was turned to joy and their crying 
for the dead was turned into celebration. He told them to celebrate those days as 
days of joyful feasting and as a time for giving food to each other and presents to 
the poor. 
 
23 So the Jewish people agreed to do what Mordecai had written to them, and they 
agreed to hold the celebration every year. 24 Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, was the enemy of all the Jewish people. He had made an evil plan 
against the Jewish people to destroy them, and he had thrown the Pur (that is, the 
lot) to choose a day to ruin and destroy them. 25 But when the king learned of the 
evil plan, he sent out written orders that the evil plans Haman had made against 
the Jewish people would be used against him. And those orders said that Haman 
and his sons should be hanged on the platform. 26 So these days were called 
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Purim, which comes from the word “Pur” (the lot). Because of everything written 
in this letter and what they had seen and what happened to them, 27 the Jewish 
people set up this custom. They and their descendants and all those who join 
them are always to celebrate these two days every year. They should do it in the 
right way and at the time Mordecai had ordered them in the letter. 28 These two 
days should be remembered and celebrated from now on in every family, in every 
state, and in every city. These days of Purim should always be celebrated by the 
Jewish people, and their descendants should always remember to celebrate 
them, too. 
 
29 So Queen Esther daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote this 
second letter about Purim. Using the power they had, they wrote to prove the first 
letter was true. 30 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jewish people in the one 
hundred twenty-seven states of the kingdom of Xerxes, writing them a message 
of peace and truth. 31 He wrote to set up these days of Purim at the chosen times. 
Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had sent out the order for the Jewish people, 
just as they had set up things for themselves and their descendants: On these 
two days the people should fast and cry loudly. 32 Esther’s letter set up the rules 
for Purim, and they were written down in the records. 

 
Esther 10:1-3 King Xerxes demanded taxes everywhere, even from the cities on 
the seacoast. 2 And all the great things Xerxes did by his power and strength are 
written in the record books of the kings of Media and Persia. Also written in those 
record books are all the things done by Mordecai, whom the king made great. 
3 Mordecai the Jew was second in importance to King Xerxes, and he was the 
most important man among the Jewish people. His fellow Jews respected him 
very much, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the 
safety of all the Jewish people. 
 

Mordecai ruled over the house of Haman The Holy Spirit must rule the “temple” of 
our lives 

Mordecai was given the king’s signet ring 
to show authority 

The Holy Spirit has the power to answer 
our prayers. He gives us position and 
authority with God 

Haman was killed, and his plans were 
destroyed 

The devil has been sinning since the 
beginning, so anyone who continues to sin 
belongs to the devil. The Son of God came 
for this purpose: to destroy the devil’s 
work. 1 John 3:8 
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ONE LAST LOOK AT SUSA 
 

The palace was at Susa means the place where the Holy One lives 

The king’s throne was at Susa God wants our hearts to be the “palace” 

Esther gave Mordecai full authority over 
her life 

The Holy Spirit must have full control of 
our lives 

Haman was overthrown in Susa The flesh is overthrown in the presence of 
God 

The law was written that gave Jews the 
right to defend themselves 

We have been given favor by God, and He 
answers our prayers 

When Mordecai showed he was a ruler in 
the city, the people rejoiced 

When the Holy Spirit is given first place in 
the church, it is time to rejoice 

When the Jews enemies were defeated, a 
great feast was given 

When the Church uses the Holy Spirit 
power to win victory, there is great 
celebration 

Mordecai had power to make laws and to 
give Esther what she wanted 

God is not finished with us yet. There are 
still many more things the Holy Spirit will 
do for us. 

Esther continued to follow what Mordecai 
told her to do 

We must always have communion and 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit. That way 
we will be free from the flesh! 

 


